
Watering Tips for Your Lawn
 Frequent watering can result in a shallow root system, weed growth and disease, and a 

less drought and stress tolerant lawn. If your lawn is established, water it deeply, but not 
more than once a week and skip a week after a good rain. If you leave footprints when 
you walk on your lawn it may be time to water. 

 Water newly seeded lawns every other day until the grass reaches 5 cm; then water less 
frequently. Soak newly laid sod with 2.5 cm of water (1 inch), then water lightly every 
other day for about two weeks.

 Use the tuna can test to determine how long to run your sprinklers. Set a tuna can in 
each of your sprinkler zones and time how long it takes to fill it with water. That's how 
long you should run your sprinkler once a week. 

 Ensure your sprinklers are working properly and are targeted away from sidewalks to 
avoid wasting water. 

 Use drip irrigation systems/hoses for trees and shrubs and sprinkler systems that are 
timed to turn on and off automatically. 

 Avoid watering during the heat of the day or during windy times.  Choose cool and calm 
times of the day to water your lawn and garden to minimize evaporation.

Other Water Conservation Tips
 Wash your car at the car wash. Washing your car at home with a hose for ten minutes 

uses 300 litres of water and sends soap, oil and other chemicals to the river through 
storm drains. At a car wash, run-off is captured and disposed of properly.

 If you must wash your car at home, use a bucket of soapy water and use a nozzle to 
stop the flow of water from the hose between rinses. 

 Use a broom when cleaning your driveway or walkway. The broom works just as well 
and doesn't use almost 200 litres of water.

Water-Free Ways to Ensure a Healthy Lawn and Garden
 Incorporate water conservative yard design practices in your yard such as xeriscaping (a 

creative landscape design that incorporates drought-tolerant plants, water storage, and 
aesthetics to ensure a productive, resilient, and beautiful yard), and  permaculture (a 
landscape design system based on the principles of people care, earth care, and return 
of surplus - no waste, including water).

1

Tips to Reduce Outdoor Water Use  



 Collect rain water in rain barrels to use all season long.  Rain water is good for plants as 
it contains additional minerals and nutrients.  Be sure that rain barrels are properly 
covered to discourage mosquito larvae from developing. 

 Use mulch to cover garden beds once your plants are established. This will help to keep 
the weeds away and conserve soil moisture.

These tips are part of the City’s “Be Water Wise” Campaign. For more information on how you 
can “Be Water Wise”, and to view our “Be Water Wise” video and flyer, visit saskatoon.ca.

Remember the 3 “R’s” to save water at home.

REDUCE water use by changing a few habits
 Showing versus bathing saves 40, 000 litres per year. 
 If you prefer to shower, make it short! 
 Fill the tub to only halfway when taking a bath.
 Turn off the tap while brushing your teeth and shaving.
 Start the dishwasher only once it’s full and scrape, rather than rinse food off dishes. 
 If you wash dishes by hand, don't leave the water running when rinsing. If you have two 

sinks, fill one with soapy water and one with rinse water. If you have one sink, gather 
washed dishes in a dish rack and rinse them with a spray device or a panful of hot water.

 Clean vegetables and fruits in a partially filled sink, then rinse them quickly 
 Keep a jug of drinking water in your refrigerator rather than running the tap for cold 

water.
 Only run the washing machine if there is a full load.
 Set the water-level indicator if you must wash a small load of laundry 

REPAIR leaks promptly
 Repair leaky toilets and faucets – up to14 % of total consumption can be due to leaks. 
 Don’t put trash down the toilet.
 Make sure toilet flappers and other parts are not leaking and replace toilet flappers every 

2 to 5 years.
 Service your evaporator-type furnace humidifier if the drainage is leaking. 
 Repair your spray-type furnace humidifier if the water drains out of the line while the 

humidifier isn't running.
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Tips to Reduce Indoor Water Use  



It is estimated that 25% of toilets are leaking in Canada at any given time. By repairing just one 
toilet, you could save $100!

Most common toilet leaks are the result of worn flush valves or valve seals which let water 
escape from the tank, worn inlet valves that do not close completely, and float mechanisms that 
need repair or replacement.

How to check for a leaky toilet: 
1. Put several drops of food colouring into the toilet tank and wait 20 minutes.
2. Look in the bowl. If the water changes colour, you've got a leak that needs to be 

repaired.

How to use your water meter to check for leaks:
1. Turn off all taps and water appliances (humidifiers, ice makers) in your home
2. Visit www.saskatoon.ca to learn how to read your water meter (search for “Water 

Meters” under “W” in the directory)
3. If the meter keeps advancing, you have a leak in your house
4. Check your toilet, taps, humidifier, hot water heater and water softener for leaks
5. To detect even the smallest leak, turn off all fixtures and record your water meter 

reading. Leave your home for a few hours or more. If the reading changes while you are 
away, you may have a leak. 

RETROFIT fixtures to today’s water-efficient performance standards
 As they wear, replace appliances and fixtures with energy and water efficient ones like 

Energy Star and WaterSense products. A high-efficiency washing machine can reduce 
water and energy use by up to 50%! 

 Toilets use more water than anything else in your home. Replace older model toilets with 
low-flow, low capacity models – this can reduce the amount 'flushed' away by up to 65%. 

 Replace showerheads with low-flow models. Low-flow shower heads can save 108 litres 
in a six-minute shower! 

 Consider installing a grey water re-use system – you can double the use of your shower 
water by redirecting it to flush your toilet, saving almost 30% of your indoor water use.
And laundry water can get a second use by redirecting it to irrigate your garden! 

 Install a low flow kitchen faucet aerator to reduce the flow from your tap by up to 40%.

See the chart below for details on water use and how you can save:

Fixture Average water 
use with older 
fixture 

Average water 
use with a water 
efficient fixture 

Water Savings 
over the year *

Each year that 
older fixture costs 
you….

Toilet 16.5 L per flush 6.0 L per flush 52,479 litres $108.88
Dual Flush Toilet 16.5 L per flush 4.3 L per flush 56,776 litres $117.80
Clothes Washer 170 L per load 90 L per load 25,848 litres $55.39
Showerhead 15 L per minute 9.5 L per minute 26,599 litres $55.19
Faucet Aerator 12.5 L per minute 9.5 L per minute 22,451 litres $46.58
Dishwasher 40 L per load 22.5 L per load 1,574 litres $3.27
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*Average 2.5 persons per household
Water Use Based On: an average 5.3 minute shower per person per day, 0.37 loads of laundry 
per person (337 loads per household per year), 322 dishwasher loads per household per year, 
5.1 toilet flushes per person per day, and 8.1 minutes of tap running per person per day. 
**Based on water, sewer costs and infrastructure costs in 2014 ($5.875 per 100 cubic feet 
(2831.68 L) for the first 600 cubic feet) 
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Around Your Home
 Ensure your home is well insulated and sealed properly using caulking or weather 

stripping around windows and doors to prevent leaks. 
 Heating with natural gas uses less power than heating with electricity. 
 Improve the efficiency of your heating system by occasionally vacuuming baseboard 

heaters and floor registers.
 Ensure indoor humidity levels are between 30 and 50 per cent. Install a heat recovery 

ventilator (HRV) to control humidity without losing heat, or use a dehumidifier.
 Install low-flow faucet aerators on sinks, or purchase low-flow showerheads when 

renovating. This will reduce your hot water consumption by up to 50 per cent.
 Trees planted on the southwest side of your home can provide shade and keep out 

direct sunlight. The shade provided by the tree will keep direct sunlight out in the 
summer. In the winter, the leaves will fall and allow sunlight to heat your home.

 Change or clean your furnace filter every two months during heating and air conditioning 
seasons as dirty or clogged filters reduce airflow and force the furnace to run longer.

 Use a heat recovery ventilator (HRV) to remove stale air from your home while 
recovering more than 80 per cent of the heat the air contains. 

 Replace filters on air conditioners and heat recovery ventilators (HRV) regularly. 
 For every degree (Celsius) you lower your thermostat overnight for an eight-hour period, 

you can save up to two per cent on your heating costs. 
 Use a programmable thermostat to save both gas and electricity. A programmable 

thermostat will adjust your home’s temperature automatically. 
 Ask a licensed contractor to check your air conditioning system to make sure it is 

operating properly. 
 Use ceiling fans and circulating fans as an option to air conditioning. 
 Always turn off the lights when you leave a room. 
 Buy only energy-efficient light bulbs and use fewer bulbs in multi-bulb fixtures.
 Light your home with sunshine during the day. 
 Dust light bulbs and coverings. The cleaner the bulb, the more light comes through.
 Use task lighting to light a specific area as opposed to an entire space. 
 Use motion sensors and LED nightlights instead of leaving a light on all night.
 Install an automatic timer to program your lights to go on and off at specific times. 

Appliances
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Tips to Reduce Electricity Use  



 Look for the ENERGY STAR symbol when buying new appliances to reduce your annual 
electricity costs by up to 30 per cent. For example, ENERGY STAR clothes washers use 
50 per cent less electricity and up to 50 per cent less water than standard models. You 
also save the PST when buying eligible ENERGY STAR appliances in Saskatchewan.

 Wait to start a load of dishes or laundry until you have a full load and use cold water 
whenever possible.

 Save water by scraping dishes instead of rinsing them before loading the dishwasher. 
 Use the right sized pot on your stove burners and cover pots and pans to cook more 

efficiently help keep your kitchen cooler.
 Hang your clothes to dry if you can and periodically clean the exhaust duct and vent flap 

connected to the back of the dryer.
• Use the convection feature on your oven. The fan in the oven will circulate heat, allowing 

you to cook in a shorter period of time.
• Use the “self-cleaning” feature on your oven right after you cook. This way, the oven is 

already at a high temperature and you do not have to use as much power to heat it up.
• Make sure that the seal around your freezer door is clean and fits snugly. 
• Defrost your freezer thoroughly and clean the inside at least once a year.
• Vacuum the dust that accumulates behind and under your freezer on a regular basis.
• Keep your freezer away from sources of heat and at least 5 to 7 cm (2 to 3 in.) away 

from walls so that air can circulate freely around it.

Electronics
 Use power bars with your electronics to eliminate phantom power. 
 The bigger the screen, the more electricity your television uses. A TV with a 50-inch 

screen uses twice the amount of power than one with a 32-inch screen. 
 Unplug chargers when not in use – put your electronics on a power strip so you can 

easily turn them all off. 
 Check out the settings menu on your TV or computer and look for power-saving options. 
 Shut down your computer when not in use. 
 Save more than $50 a year by using the sleep mode or power-saving feature on your 

computer. Connect your computer, printer, scanner and other electronic devices to a 
power bar and turn off the bar when not using these devices.

 Save more than $50 a year by using the sleep mode or power-saving feature on your 
computer.

 Use a flat screen ENERGY STAR LCD computer monitor - it uses 66 per cent less 
power than standard options.

Small appliances
 Microwaves use 80 per cent less power than stoves to cook the same amount of food.
 Use toaster ovens, slow cookers and electric frying pans when you can.
 Check the owner’s manual of any appliance to ensure you are taking full advantage of 

built-in power-saving features. 
 Purchase an ENERGY STAR dehumidifier. You could save about $175 over the life of 

the unit.

Vehicles
 Your vehicle only needs to be plugged in for four hours. Install a timer on your vehicle’s 

block heater — set it to begin four hours before you plan to use your vehicle — to save 
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about $25 a year (savings are based on reducing plug-in time from 12 hours to four 
hours per night).

More information on these tips, how businesses can increase efficiencies and save, and 
how to analyze your usage can be found at www.saskpower.com
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http://www.saskpower.com/

