
 

Protected Bike Lane Demonstration Project 

October 21 Open House  
 
What are Protected Bike Lanes?  
Protected Bike Lanes physically separate people riding bikes from drivers.  More people in Saskatoon would 
cycle to work or cycle more often but are hesitant to do so for a variety of reasons.  Protected Bike Lanes make 
this transportation option more attractive by increasing the comfort level and feeling of safety by ‘protecting’ 
cyclists from traffic and car doors opening.  The lanes also benefit drivers, as separate space for cyclists 
increases the predictability and comfort of driving.  It also reduces ‘sidewalk riding’ which is beneficial for 
pedestrians. 
 
Photo examples from other cities  

   
Photo Credit: Cycle Toronto & ActiveTrans 

 
Who would use Protected Bike Lanes? 
Protected Bike Lanes are intended to be used by all people riding bikes; however they are most attractive to 
cyclists who self-identify as “Interested but Concerned”.  Based on studies in other North American cities, this 
group makes up the largest proportion of residents and holds the greatest opportunity for increasing cycling in 
the downtown. 
 

Cyclist Type  Description  Typical proportion 
of residents 

Strong & Fearless  Very comfortable without bike lanes  3%  

Enthused & Confident  Very comfortable with bike lanes  7%  

Interested but Concerned Not very comfortable but interested in biking 
more 

60%  

No Way No How  Physically unable, very uncomfortable or not 
interested  

30%  
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Why are Protected Bike Lanes important for the downtown? 
The City of Saskatoon Strategic Plan and the City Centre Plan have identified the need to improve cycling as a 
strategy to increase the attractiveness of and access to the downtown for businesses, residents, visitors, 
employers and their employees.  A vibrant and healthy downtown benefits the entire city and region.  The 
Protected Bike Lane Demonstration Project has been planned to achieve this goal. 
 
Have similar Bike Lanes been successful in other cities? 
The use of Protected Bike Lanes began 25 years ago in cities in North America and within the last 10 years has 
become a successful method of creating cycling facilities for all ages in strategically important locations. 
Permanent Protected Bike Lanes have been built in Canada’s largest cities including Toronto, Montreal, 
Vancouver, Ottawa and Calgary.  Demonstration projects are currently underway in Edmonton and Winnipeg. 
 
The most recent research throughout the U.S. from the National Institute for Transportation and Communities 
indicates that Protected Bike Lanes have increased ridership, and do not have a negative impact on retail sales. 
 
What streets would the Protected Bike Lanes be on? 
Building on the current major access points for people riding bikes to the downtown, a north-south and east-
west street pair was determined based on an in-depth examination of downtown streets and how they connect 
to the larger city:   

 4th Avenue was identified as the best choice given its direct connection to the Broadway Bridge and the 
conventional bike lanes that are already in place. 

 24th Street connects well on its east end to the University Bridge sidewalks, Spadina Crescent bike 
lanes and the Meewasin Valley Authority trail. The western end ideally should connect to the Blairmore 
Bikeway on 23rd Street however the local network of streets within the Warehouse District provides an 
opportunity for a variety of travel paths to provide connections. 

 
What is a Green Lane? 
A Green Lane is a bike lane within a traffic lane.  When a person riding a bike is present, the traffic speed is 
limited to their speed.  Motor vehicles are welcome at the pace of bicyclists.  Motorists should not overtake 
people on bikes within this lane. 
 
Why is a Green Lane being proposed on certain portions of the project? 
The availability of street parking is an important issue to Saskatoon residents and business alike.  By utilizing a 
Green Lane style road layout on the narrow blocks of 24th Street an increase in parking spaces can be achieved 
while improving priority for cyclists. 
 
Why is it a Demonstration Project?  How long will it last? 
Downtown is a complex neighbourhood and getting the balance right between traffic, pedestrian, transit and 
cyclist circulation; parking location and availability; and business success is a part of that complexity.  While 
there is confidence from the experience of other cities that Protected Bike Lanes can be beneficial to the overall 
success of urban areas, each project is unique and must balance the overall needs of the street and area.  
Rather than committing to permanent infrastructure at the start, many communities have chosen to 
‘demonstrate’ Protected Bike Lanes to get the details right.  For this project it is proposed that the 
demonstration start in May 2015 and extend for a period of 18 months in order to evaluate across all seasons. 
 
What will the impact on street parking be? 
We had heard previously that parking availability continues to be a key concern.  The details of the proposed 
revised Protected Bike Lane design are showing that there will be a neutral impact on overall parking spaces.   
 
What will the impact on traffic be? 
4th Avenue and 24th Street are currently operated as multi-lane roadways with no lane assignment for turning 
traffic.  While the demonstration project reduces the amount of road space devoted to motor vehicles, the 
careful assignment of turning lanes will increase predictability; and, as they will no longer share traffic lanes with 
cyclists, comfort for drivers will increase.  
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Detailed traffic analysis was conducted on 24th Street and 4th Avenue using current traffic and pedestrian 
volumes. This analysis involved a comparison of the existing roadway configuration to the proposed bike lane 
configuration. Weekday morning and afternoon rush hours traffic counts were collected and analysed. 
  
With the proposed configuration on 24th Street, traffic movement is expected to experience some minor delays. 
The intersection of 24th Street and Idylwyld Drive will experience the most significant increase in delay as 
compared with the existing configuration. An additional delay of 10 seconds per vehicle during the afternoon 
peak hour is expected with the proposed configuration. 
  
With the protected bike lane configuration on 4th Avenue, traffic is expected to experience the most significant 
increase in delay at the intersection of 4th Avenue and 20th street during the morning peak hour.  An additional 
delay of 6 seconds per vehicle is expected with the proposed configuration. 
  
Traffic will be measured and evaluated during the demonstration period to understand the effect of the bike 
lanes. 
 
 
Will travel time on 4th Avenue increase as a result of this project? 
The traffic analysis indicates that travel times will increase, however the increase is small (about 20 seconds for 
the average trip along 4th Avenue during a peak period).   
 
Will traffic avoid using 24th Street as a result of this project?  And where will it go? 
It is anticipated that the Green Lane portions of 24th Street will deter some traffic. Motorists avoiding 24th Street 
will use other streets within the downtown street network including 25th Street which connects more directly to 
the University Bridge and to Idylwyld Drive. 
 
What are the next steps? 
 
November 2014  Compile Open House comments and formalize stakeholder comments 
January 2015   Present report to Transportation Committee / City Council 
 
If there is a recommendation to proceed with the project, then: 
 
April 2015   Implement communication and education initiative 
May 2015   Install signs, markings and devices on 4th Avenue and 24th Street 
June 2015 to October 2016 Evaluation period 
January 2017 Report to Transportation / City Council on the success and challenges of the 

demonstration project 
 

 
Visit www.shapingsaskatoon.ca for the latest updates. 


